
TIMBER USE .

Princioal Use

Other timberlond guidelines include, but ore not limited to, the following:

The land must be "currently and actively devoted to timber use. The land must
qualify on January 1. ln the event that agricultural use is not evident on
January 1, the owner of the land must show evidence that he intends to use
the land in a qualifying manner.

Land must be devoted principally to the production of timber or forest
products.

The owner must use the land with the intent to produce income.

The applicant must s[ow the land has been used principally for timber
production or agriculture use for five (5) of the preceding seven (7) years

1 For a tract of land to qualify for productivity value, it must be substantial.
Substantial is defined as a tract of land of adequate size to support a typically
prudent operation-

2 Each tract of land and each application should be examined and the
qualifications shoutd be based on their individual merit.

CL!rr-.nt Devotion to Timber Use

Primary Use

Deeree of lntensiw Guidelines -

lntent of Use

Historv or Time Period Use

To qualify for special productivity use valuation, timber land MUST meet the
following six (5) requirements.

lf the land is used for more than one purpose, the most important or primary
use must be for the production of timber or forest products.

Land must be used to the degree of intensity generally accepted for prudent
timber growers that is typical in the area. The degree of intensity test is
intended to exclude from productivity appraisal land on which token timber
activity occurs. The degree of intensity test measures what the owner is
putting into his timber enterprise in time, labor, equipment, management and
capital.



3 Typical evidence of timber use are as follows:
a) Documented record of timber sale activity

b) Harvest records

c) Timberland leases

d) The owner operates under a current, written forest management
plan by a public agency, timber consultant, timber company or
knowledgeable la ndowner.

e) The owner receives TRF (Texas Reforestation Foundation), Flp
(Forestry lncentive program), ACp (Agriculture Conservation
Program) or SIP (Stewardship lncentive program) cost sharing funds
for reforestation and timber stand improvements.

m) Participant in forestry extension activities

n) Property management expense receipts

o) Painted / Marked boundary lines
p) Fire lanes

f) The owner has letters or documents showing efforts to sell the
timber

g) Attempts to salvage damaged or killed timber that continues to
have value

h) Timber cruise estimates

i) Registration as a tree farm
j) Member of the Texas Forestry fusociation
k) Member of a county forest landowners / timber growers

association

l) Participant in forestry industry landowners assistance program



Forest Types

Soil Types

Soil Productivity Class

Additional Qualifying Uses

Hardwood timberland includes allforested areas with a predominance of
. deciduous trees. These trees lose their leaves at the end of the frost-freeHardwoods:

season. Stands where hardwoods are more than two-thirds of the trees free to
grow are in this category.

Mixed timberland includes all forested areas where both evergreen and

Mi*ed, 
deciduous trees are growing and neither predominates. An area is classified as
mixed when everBreen and deciduous trees make up more than one-third of
the trees.

Definitions / Classifications

Pine (and other softwood) timberland includes all forested areas in which the
trees are predominately green throughout the year and do not lose their

Pine: leaves. These trees are called everBreens. Forested areas where pine and
other softwood make up more than two-thirds of the trees free to grow are in
this category.

The law requires chief appraisers to classify all timber-producing areas in their
districts into four soil types. Based on information from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the USDA Forest Service, producing
timberlands in this county are divided into the following Soil productivity
CIasses.

Class I

Class ll

Class lll
Class lV

Site Quality Class

(cubic feet)

Over 120
85-120

50-84
U nder 50

Site lndex Range
(feet)

Over 95

8G.95

6G.79

Under 60

Potential Timber Grou^h per
Acre per Yeaa

(cubic feet)

163

123

85

60

ln addition to special valuation Timber Use, property owners may qualify for
Restricted Use under S.B. 977 which provides for special appraisal for
Streamside Management Zones (SMZ,s), Aesthetic Management Zones (AMZ,s)
and Critical Wildlife Habitat Zones (CWHZ,s). Also, there is a special appraisal
available for regenerated acres that provides for 50% appraisal on production
value for ten years for qualirying acreage.



AGRICU LTURE USE -
To qualify for special productivity use valuation, agriculture land MUST meet
the following five (5) requirements.

Land must be devoted principally to agriculture use.

lf the la nd is used for more than one purpose, the most important or primary
use must be agriculture.

Land must be devoted to an agricultural use to the degree of intensity that is
typical in an area. This test is intended to exclude land on which token
agriculture use occurs. The degree ofintensitytest measureswhatthe owner
is putting into his agriculture enterprise in time, labor, equipment,
management and capital.

Primary Use

pasture Raising livestock requires fences, proper management of land for long_run
forage, and enough animal units to match the land,s carrying capacity.

Typical Animal Units: 
tmproved pasture is one (1) animal unit per three (3) acres.'- Native pasture is one (1) animal unit per seven (7) acres.

While there are no set minimum acres and each account should be judged on

Minimum Acreage Guideliner. 
it's own meri! pasture or grazing of livestock should be on a tract of land large- enough for proper long_run forage management,
Typical size grazing indicates a tract size of:
lmproved pasture minimum of 15 acres.
Native pasture minimum of Z0 acres.

whire there are no set minimum animar units required and each account

Minimum Animal Unitr, 
should be iudged on it's own merit, enough animal units should be maintained
to avoid the pleasure or token ag use.
Typical minimum animal units indicate:

lmproved pasture minimum of five (5) animal units.
Native pasture minimum of four (4) animal units.

Current Devotion to Apricultural Use

Principal Use

Deqree of lntensity Guidelines -

The land must be "currently devoted" to the agriculture use. The land must
qualify on lanuary 1. ln the event that agricultural use is not evident on
January 1, the appraisal district will grant productivity valuation rl the owner
can show evidence that he intends to put the land into agricultural use and that
agriculture *ill be the primary use for the bulk of the calendar year covered by
the application.



Pasture Land -

Dry Crop

Truck Farm

Cleared of trees, stumps, brush and undergrowth where vegetation or grasses
are free to grow and maximize the ability of livestock to sustain life by grazing.

MUST be fenced with a fence capable of containing the livestock being grazed.lmnroved: I' -- 
YUST have watercapable of sustaining animal life. Water may be either
n?tural such as rivers, lakes. creeks or streams, or it may be man-made such as
stock tanks or wells.

Native:

Land that has been rough cut but is still cleared enough for vegetation to grow
and animals to roam and grar€. Land thdt is so heavily wooded ond covered
with underyrcwth thdt dnimdls cdnnot graze ond toam about lrcely will not
meet the primdry use, or degree of intensity qudlificdtion. MUfi be fenced
with a fence capable of containing the livestock being grazed. MUSThave
water capable of sustaining animal life. Water may be either natural such as
rivers, lakes, creeks or streams, or it may be man-made such as stock tanks or
wells.

Non-irrigated crops are classified as dry crops. These cropr include, but are not
limited to, peas, corn, watermelons, strawberries and hay. These crops are
usually on land sizes of five (5) acres or larger, but may be oo smaller tracts.

It is possible for hay fields to qualify as pasture if they meet the criterion. A
close look at the primary and principal use should be considered.

Truck farms are small vegetable farms consisting usually of five (5) acres or
less. They usually have more than one crop.

Animal Units: 
One (1) animal unit is equal to one (1) cow or one (1) cow/calf, five (5) Boats or
sheep. one (1) brood mare, or five (5) hogs or pigs.

A domesticated animal that derives its primary nourishment from vegetation,Livestock:
supptemented as necessary with commercial food.

Definitians / Classifications



Minimum Acreaee Guidelines. 
DrY croPs arP usua lly on tracts of land five (5) acresorlarger.''-- Truck farms are usually five (5) acresorless; typically three (3) acres.

Dry Crop

&
Truck Farms

Minimum Crop Guidelines:

Farming dry land crops requires tilling soil, plantinB, applving herbicides and
harvesting. Tilling soil requires a certain amount of specific labor and

equipment, as do each of the other steps.

Degree of intensity standards will vary from one type of agriculture operation
tq another. ln most cases, property owners must prove that they are following
all the common productions steps for their type of operation and putting in
typical amounts of labor, management and investment.

Hay crops should have at least two (2) cuttings per year, with three (3) round
bTles or fifty (50) square bales per year per acre.

Orchards -
Nuts and Fruits

Minimum standards would indicate at least 336 trees per acre.

The applicant must show the Iand has been used principally for agriculture use
for five (5) of the precedlng seven (7) years. A property owner can also point
to a history of timber production in meetinB the five-year test.

Historv or Time Period Use



l'l rol ics

Typicrrl Managcrnent Practiccs and Activities that will be considercd whcn reviewing Exotic operalions
l. Adequato t'cncing and working pcns or sheltcrs
2- Management plans
3. Pcrmits or certificates for interstate transfer
4. Records regarding thc salc ofproducts

Fish
lntcnsily standaftls for thc raising offish or fish producls are thc samc s lhose applicd to exotic gamc. Commercial
fish production difl'ers from keeping gamc fish for purely sponing br recreational purposes. This diffcrencc is nor
nsccssarily relalcd to the scalc of the operation, nor is it relatcd to gny intent io produce income or make a profit.
Raising fish is a qualified agricultural land usc when all the elemcrits ofa bulk hanest are prcsenl. Taking lish by
individual line is clcarly a rccreational aclivity.

Beckeeping
Sec'21.51 f2) of thc Tcxns Property Tax Code idcntilics beckecping as an agriculture usc and statcs this process
shull qualify for ugricullurc usc pnrduclir ity valuation i[ uscd for pollination or thc production of human [oo6 or
other tangiblt pnrducts having a commcrciitl value.

Thc tcrrn "agricultural use" in sec 23.51 (2) also includcs thc use d'land to raise and keep bc.es for pollinution or
for thc production of human footl or othcr tangiblc products having commercial valuc, pror idcd that thc land used
is not lcss than 5 acrcs or morc than 20 acrcs.

'l'o hc cligiblc'to quality lbr this spccial trsc appraisal. The pmpcrty rnust ha!c hccn use.tl 5 ofthc prccetiing 7 ycars
for a qLrnlificd agriculturc activity to thc dc'grcc ofinlensity typical within Tylcr (iounty ur huvebcan "ACTIl'El.l'
nl-4,\.1GED" 5 of thc prcce.ding 7 ycanr to thc following dcgrcc of intcnsity srandards for hcekccping.

Thc dcgree of lntensial standard for the rcquired acrcagcs is as follorvs:

5 acrcs 6 active hivcs
7.5 acrcs 7 aclivc hives
l0 ocrus ll activc hives
12.5 acres 9 active hives
l5 acrcs l0 active hivcs
17.5 acrc's I I activc hivcs
20 acrcs l2 activc hives

1'CAD l-D-l lntcnsity Standards Manual
l7 | l'.r r.: .

Other Operations

i:rotic snimals- tlrc raising of various wildlifc or other animals nri nativr, lo Tclas firr:
L Thr. pruluctiolr of nrr'at. lcath(.r. or other plunragc
2- (-osmetic or ntcdicrnal purposes



"' .\l.l.lll\'1.:S iUl Sl lll \( l lvl l.\ \1,\N{(;l, l) (nriintrinr(l xr(l krnt rliicl ,\Nl) lal \l \l\ O\
I t: PRot'1]{ l \' !()tt ..1'l l.l:rsl 7 i\l()N1-tIS (,l; l lll,: \'t:.U{ {.,,\\tl.\Rl l\r't()t)}:('1.:\llr}.R.1t'r1
['()tt A s ()ll1'()F 7 \']]AR PERIOI) *'t*

"Active mandgc elt" includcs but is not limited to:
l. Supplenrcntll fceding
2. lnspections ofthe hive (trronitoritrg bee health)
3. Collecting honcy and other products
4. Managemenlofdisease

Produrts l'roduccd
l. lloncl
l. llec Pollen
1. I loncl' ('anrlics
{ ( 'andles

5 B.'t'.*'ax
(r Solps

llccs n,.-crl iln adcquatc st[rrcr,) ol ncr;tilr itrr,l pollcn thrrrLrghoLrl thc gr(!\riIg s!'Json ol April t,r Scptcnrhcr. I]ccs rvill

the bc.c's rvill srttpll nr,rvc (absconrl)or r.lrc. Il is (h,.'rcsp,rnsibilitr'()f a pru(lcll lntl cottsc icnlirrtts nliulJgcr k) scr
thill ildcqu.ltc [,rra1:c is ar.rilirblc tbr his'hcr bccs.

Thc' goal ol T(lAt) is lo assist thc' 'legitirnctc beekccpcrs'. Lcgitimat,,' trcckt'cpcrs \t'ill hn!,s lhcir be'cs in lrrcations
that provirlc lootl for thcir bces, allorv for thc potlination oI various griculturc and food crops, and manage' their
ber.'s in r mrnner to kccp thcnl healthy, surviving, and producing for lhc lorg lan:.L. Beek*ping is trot tt "chetp"
endetvrr nor is a short-ler endesvon


